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Hi, I’m Jacob Parr
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Associate Creative Director – Hanson

Co-founder – Sparr Games

Board Member – Toledo School for the Arts

Graduate – Bowling Green State University

Vexillographer (North American Vexillological Association) 
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You may 

already 

know me!

REFLAG TOLEDO
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Let’s talk 

about  the 

Toledo Flag
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How Did We 

Get Here?

A Brief History of the Toledo Flag
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1909–1994

Toledo Flag

The original flag flew over the city from 1909–1994. It was simpler, with a more 

conventionalized version of the blockhouse of Fort Industry depicted in red, rather than 

the city seal, which at the time was also a simplified depiction of the blockhouse.

1909–1994

Toledo Municipal Seal
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Adopted in 1873

Original Municipal Seal

1909–1994

Toledo Municipal Seal

Things changed in 1994. It was decided that the city would celebrate Toledo’s history 

(157th birthday) by re-adopting the original seal from 1873. 
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The original seal was modernized, colored, and adopted. Then, without any further 

consideration, the seal was placed on the flag, as a bi-product of the decision.
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Currently Out of Date and 

Ideally Situated to Reimagine

Toledo Flag

Refined in 2020

Toledo Municipal Seal

Recently, the Toledo seal was updated, refined. Today, every city flag currently waves 

with the outdated seal.
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What Makes a 

Good Flag?

The Five Principles of Flag Design
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Simplicity 

Meaningful Symbolism 

Basic Color 

No Lettering/Seals 

Distinction

SOURCE: GOOD FLAG BAD FLAG, BY TED KAYE

The Five Principles of Flag Design



14REFLAG TOLEDO

Simplicity 

Meaningful Symbolism 

Basic Color 

No Lettering/Seals 

Distinction

CHICAGO

INDIANAPOLIS

DENVER

A flag should ideally be so simple that a child 

could draw it from memory.
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Simplicity 

Meaningful Symbolism 

Basic Color 

No Lettering/Seals 

Distinction

CHICAGO

INDIANAPOLIS

DENVER

Every detail of the flag, from color to form 

should be carry meaning and intent, and 

symbolize elements from the city it represents.
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Simplicity 

Meaningful Symbolism 

Basic Color 

No Lettering/Seals 

Distinction

CHICAGO

INDIANAPOLIS

DENVER

A flag should have no more than 2-3 primary 

colors. This aids with the first principle of 

simplicity, but also maintains focus and 

recognition.
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Simplicity 

Meaningful Symbolism 

Basic Color 

No Lettering/Seals 

Distinction

CHICAGO

INDIANAPOLIS

DENVER

Lettering/seals are not reliably legible on a  

flag that is constantly in motion, double-sided, 

and ideally viewed from a distance. Rely 

instead of the principle of meaningful 

symbolism to convey the cities identity.
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Simplicity 

Meaningful Symbolism 

Basic Color 

No Lettering/Seals 

Distinction

The best city flags in the U.S. follow these 

principles, but are unique enough to be 

picked from a line-up. They are particular 

to the people they represent.
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Toledo Flag vs. The Five 

Principles
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Simplicity 

Meaningful Symbolism 

Basic Color 

No Lettering/Seals 

Distinction

Today, the Toledo flag does not follow the 

principles of flag design. This is due to the 

municipal seal at the center of the flag.
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Simplicity 

Meaningful Symbolism 

Basic Color 

No Lettering/Seals 

Distinction

But Toledo is not alone in this issue. From Los 

Angeles to New York, U.S. cities have defaulted 

to utilizing their seal on their flag for decades. 

Toledo has the opportunity to do better.
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Something to 

Rally Behind

A New Toledo Flag
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Telling Our Story

Toledo: Industry, 

Built on the Maumee
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25REFLAG TOLEDO The Toledo City flag is bold, energetic, and impactful.
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The flag is divided diagonally from the 

lower-hoist side corner to the upper fly-side 

corner. The upper triangular field is white 

and the lower triangular field is bright blue. 

An eight-pointed solid golden-yellow star is 

positioned on the hoist side of the upper 

triangular field.

The New Toledo City Flag
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Principle 01 

Simplicity

REMINGTON SPENCER

The Toledo City flag is geometrically simple, precise and measured. It is simple enough to 

where a child can draw it from memory.
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The Spark of Industry exemplifies the hard work 

and pioneering spirit of the people of Toledo. 

Each of the eight points represents a facet of 

industry that has shaped the City of Toledo.

The Spark of Industry

!"#$%$#&'(

!)*&+",#"*(

-$*#

.,/00

1(/,#2+/*(

34(*)5

!*#0

36"+/#&$4

Northwest Ohio

The Spark of Industry is positioned in the 

northwestern corner of the flag, depicting 

Toledo’s home in Northwest Ohio.

Port City

The diagonally divided fields allude to a 

maritime signal flag, symbolizing Toledo’s 

place in the Great Lakes region.

The diagonal shared between the upper 

triangular field and the lower triangular field 

represents our greatest natural asset, the 

Maumee River, as it flows through the City of 

Toledo and into Lake Erie. The diagonal 

follows a positive, upward direction, 

illustrating Toledo’s forward momentum.

The Maumee River

Color Palette

The colors of the Toledo flag are specifically 

selected to represent the region as a whole.

Golden Yellow 

Golden-yellow represents the glow  

of hot glass and Toledo’s reputation  

as the Glass Capital of the World.

White 

White represents Toledo’s limitless 

ambitions and opportunities.

Bright Blue 

Bright Blue represents Toledo’s precious 

water resources, vibrancy, and optimism.

Principle 02 

Meaningful Symbolism
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Principle 03 

Basic Color

The colors are familiar, as they are already widely seen throughout the city today.
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Principle 04 

No Lettering / Seals

Toledo City Flag and municipal seal are separate, as they serve different purposes.
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Principle 05 

Distinction

DETROIT

CLEVELAND

COLUMBUS

DAYTON - NEW FLAG (2021)

CINCINNATI

PITTSBURGH
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Principle 05 

Distinction

Among some of the best designed flags in the U.S. the Toledo City Flag stands up, and 

stands out.



Community Adoption
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The City of Toledo has incredible 

progress in!recent years. This redesign 

of the Toledo flag will help to continue 

that moment, engage the community, 

and further build local!pride.

Summary
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Thank You


